ARMI STI CE

induced me to arrest my victorious course is the arming of
Austria, and the desire to gain time for your army to en-
camp at Laybach, whilst I have two armies, one camped on
the Regnitz and the other at Pirna. There is no end to the
insolence of Austria. In honeyed, almost sentimental
phrases, she proposes to deprive me of Dalmatia, Istria,
and perhaps even more territory, right up to the Isonzo.
She would like to break up the Bavarian frontier, recover
the left bank of the Inn, and take back the part of Galicia
which she gave up by the peace of Vienna. These people are
mad, and hopelessly out in their reckoning. No court could
be more treacherous. If one were to give them what they
ask now, they would soon be wanting Italy and Germany.
Assuredly they will get nothing from me.

After the armistice is signed, I shall move my headquar-
ters to Glogau, and immediately afterwards take up my
personal residence near Dresden, so as to be within closer
touch with my states of Italy and France. It will then be as
well to establish messengers between Milan and Dresden
via Verona, so that you can communicate with me, and
receive my orders as promptly as possible. I expect the
armistice to last till August ist, and I hope that early in
July you will be able to encamp at Laybach with 50,000
men and 100 guns. It is necessary that you should do so,
in order to influence the negotiations, if indeed (which I
rather doubt) any good comes of them; certainly nothing
will, unless through the threat of your army advancing on
Vienna, together with the position of the Mayence army on
the Regnitz and at the camp at Pirna, which I mean to
reconnoitre for myself. When Austria sees these three
armies ready to attack her, she will begin to realise the
ridiculous folly of her demands.

[CoRRESP., xxv, 20071. On June 4, after several days* negotiations,
an armistice was arranged between Napoleon and the Allies, to last
till July 20.]
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